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“Piney Woods Rooters” have

Gone Hog Wild in Florida

by Justin Sapp

Are the problems caosed by Flor-
ida’s hall-million hogs too much for
crafty pursuit and a loaded gun?

Depending on wha you talk o, you
might think there is an unesisy and grow-
ing divide over the value of the wild hog.

Many view the ctier as a thrilling huni,
excellent wable fare and a boost 1o local
economies. Others view them as a ma-
jor muisance that cause damage 1o crops,
pastures, fanm ponds, watering holes and
even domestic stock and wildlife.

For those who are undecided, there

THES TOOTHY PORKER was amowad by 16-year-oid Grani Sirauss while huntng al the Fishaating
Creek Hunting Camp-Gopher Gully Lease = Palmdalo, Flonda, Grant used his PSE Fresiorm Live
Bow with Hypershock heads.

15 really no nesd o hop off the fence and
pick a sade because, well, both sides are
correct. Regardless of your amitude to-
ward the wild hop, there are plenty of
good reasons to familiarize yourself with
the good and the bad of this resident of
Florida's woods and meral communities.

Pigs arrived 1 our country with
some of the earliear setlers, and, like
us, they did ot have much trouble find-
ing suitable places to call home. Today,
there are abowt 3 million hogs munning
wild through 35 staes as far nonh as
Canada, But these hogs feel especially at

“The only siale with more wnild
hogs than Florida is Texas.” said Bill
Girulioni, an assistond professor of wild-
life ecology ot the Umiversity of Flon-
da’s Instivue of Food and Agricullural
Sciemces

These wilidl hogs i lude free-rung-
ing swine that come from domesticated
slock, Eurasian wild boar and the inler-
breeding hybrids of the two. In Florida,
they are all considered the same spe-
cies. Although pigs are nod native o the
Americas, it has obviously nof been a
problem for an animal that is both highly
inteliigent and capable of mlapting te
wide variety of environments.

In fact, the wild pig ix the most
productive Large wild manmal in Nosih
Amernca. With a high-gquality diei, hops
can breed before six months of age.
Sows can produce two lillers per year
aml young may be bom w any time of
the year. Given adequate pulrition, &
wild pig population can double in pust
four months.

Giulizno explains that, while acoms
are their favorite food, they will ent jusi
about anything, mcheding dead animals,
and it seems like they are always looking
for opportunities. When natoral foods
are scarce. hogs will forage on just sbout



any avalable agricultural crop or live-
stock feed. They also feed on tree seeds,
causing significant damage 1o forests
and groves, particularly in the Southeast,
where wild hogs are most abundant. In
fact, hogs are a senous problem for land
managers secking to establish long-leaf
pine forests in the state, That leads us
nght into the kong list of problems caused
by these opportunistic animals,

Given their preference for hard
masl, parcularly scoms, wild hogs
compete direcily with many popular
game animals, including deer and fur-
key. In arcas where hog popsalations are
higheu—like south Flonda around Lake
Dkeechobee and ascas of nochwest
Flonda—this competition can limit the
productvity of deer and terkey, oape-
crally duning dry vears with fow ao0ms
and other mast. Also, any hunter who
has had their supphomental food plots for
docr and turkey comphoiely destroved
by wild hogi knows that this competi-
teons can be fierce. Turkey hunters can't
even thenk about planting chals m ancas
where there are & ket of hogy.

Wild hogs alio feed on ithe neuls
of repliles and ground-pesing  binds
like bobwhite quatl and have even been
known o consume the young of domes-
e livesiock, poultry, and other young
animals like deer fawns.

But et us pod forget the tell-tale
sign of hog activily: rooling. Those ar-
eas where it appears o if the fown drunk
gt inspired with a powerful liller are
meore than an wnaighily scae on the lo-

cal landscape. Ax pigs dig for foods be-
low the surface, woil becomes unstable
which can kead 1o erosion and allow ex-
otic plants to get established. According
to the Nuria Sancho, 3 biokogist for the
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commision in Taylor County, wild hog

rooting is responaible for the cxtablish-
ment of torpedo grass, an invasive pland
that threstens native forage, in certain
wildlife management areas i Flonida's
Big Bend. Rooting also keads io erosion
and a decline in water quality.

Another area of concern is the dis-
cascs carmied by wild bogs. Wild hogs in
Florida are known 10 have 45 different
carry cholera, salmooella, brucel-
bosis, trichinodis, and many other patho-
pens that can affect livestock, wildlife,
and even people.

Finally, bogs can be dangerous.
Whilke they much prefer to ran away
when encountered., if they ane injpured or
comered, then they can Cause Some sen-
ours wnpury. I you have any doabis abowt
those tuaks, just take 3 look at the scars
on any expenenced dJog wied for hog
husniarg -

While we've established that wild
hogs can degrade habital, compete with
deer and tarkey for food, damage crops.
and present a major bealth risk, il is
the homl=—and the resulting sausage or
pulled-pork. sandwich—that makes it so
hard o pal this roublesome animal on
the Lisi of public enemes,



Ceorge Tanner, a colleague of Giu-
liano. and professor of wildlife ecology

which an animal 15 harvested has a ot
to do with the quabity of the meat, “It"s

at the University of Florida's Institute of  the same with deer, if a pig 1s chased. the

Food and Agriculiural Sciences, comes
e the rescue fo jell us just what we want
i hear, "Hunting ks an important control
method for wild hogs because it provides
recreational opporfunities.” In fact, Tan-
ner iakes gresi poy kn helping control the
population—and fill his freezer in the
process—while participating in these
“recreéational opporfunities™ in ihe bocal
wioods around Fanning Springs.

Tanner believes thal trapping—es-
pecially cage trapping because i allows
eriultiphe hegs 1o be caught at one Gme—
is more effective al reducing the num-
ber of hogs than hunting alone. “Thére
i even some preliminary research thai
shows that litler skee may increase as a
result of increased hunting pressure.”

Regardless, Tanner still believes
that we should harvest more pigs. Even
ihe male boars that most of us overlook
in favor of the fat sow should be given
consideration by the businets end of o
gun hamel.

Az Tanner nobes, ] have na had
any problems with harvesting young
baar and the quality of the table fare has

adrenaline is runnang...” and table qual-
ity of the meal tends to decline, “[ even
kilked a great big old boar in Gainesville
because | wanted to test . Other than
being a linke tough, I didn't have any
trouble at all with the odor.”

P Y R, g\

T guess il's time 1o go hunting.

Leam more about wild hogs in-
cluding imporan safety mformation on
the Taylor County Extension Web site at
httpeiftaylorifas.ufl.cdu

Jiestin Sapp iz the Sea Grant Marine
and Natural Resonrces Extension Agent
in Taylor County. He can be reached ar
(830 B38-F508.
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THIS BIG PIG WAS TAKEN BY DAVID J. SCHEAITT of Morihport, Floride whie Fanting at Beas
been fine.” Tanner believes the way in  Bridga Ranch in Eustiz, The hog weighed 150 pounds.
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